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In the November Bookshelf I quoted some extracts from the Times ' sum
mary of Kautsky's Neue Zeit article on the question of Small States . The

New Statesman (October 6th) gave a rather fuller summary , from which I
have only space to quote a few lines here . It will be remembered that
Kautsky argued that the view that small States must be absorbed by large
ones is a pseudo -Marxist fallacy , a false analogy from the economic tendency
towards concentration . He points out that , during the past century

Putting aside Germany and Italy , the number of small States in
Europe did not diminish , but increased . Belgium separated itself from
Holland , Norway from Sweden , Hungary half separated itself from
Austria , the Balkan States broke away from Turkey . And the pre
sent war appears to be leading rather to the formation of new States
Poland , for instance , and possibly Finland - than to the absorption
of old States .

""

This is to be explained , says Kautsky , by the fact that the antagonism
which Capitalism excites is as much a product of Capitalism as its efforts to
protect itself . By its development (of the means of communication , etc. )
Capitalism excites an interest in politics in the masses of the people ; and
generates , therefore , not only the class -struggle , but modern Democracy ,

which implies a striving among the people to democratise the State . This
is too easily overlooked by those who see in the modern State nothing but
Imperialism ." Still , International Socialism has to think, not only of the
promotion of Democracy , but of the general economic development of the
world . The problem before us is to reconcile the requirements of Demo
cracy with those of economic progress ."

As the Statesman observes , " The article , as a contribution to the political

philosophy of the day , deserves further consideration , especially from British
Socialists ."

J.F.H.
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